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Notes on Enzymes!
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DNA - the code to not only how you look 
but also the code to building enzymes 
(proteins)!  Enzymes are biological 
catalysts.  Which means they help speed 
up chemical reactions and do so using 
less energy than if the reaction took place 
without the enzyme.
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Every three rungs of the ladder in your 
DNA is a code to an amino acid.  
These amino acids are called 
monomers when viewed as a single 
unit.
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When a bunch of monomers (amino acids) 
link together they build a polymer.  Mono = 
one and poly = many.
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A long stranded polymer (100s to 1000s of 
amino acid monomers attached) will build a 
specific enzyme with a specific shape and a 
specific function.

Enzyme
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Active Site = the missing "puzzle piece" 
void in the enzyme where the substrate 
goes into.  Here the substrate is either 
broken or put together. 
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Lets say this enzyme is lactace - an 
enzyme used to break down lactose 
(chemicals in dairy products - milk, ice 
cream, cheese.)
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Sometimes enzymes bring things 
together instead of breaking them apart!  
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Factors that effect enzymes:

Temp. and pH
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Activator Inhibitor
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